~ 


‘ Approved For Releaséw999/09/27 : CIA-RDP84-00022R000400130003; 


QSCARKS Ov GH PRA STD? 


“AL OF AGRICULULE AU CTORIUM 
Toh. D.C, 

2 21, 1952 

Delle, G.S.6. 


12:27 


Wonk wor versy much. FT am avoreci:tive of the privilese tat General 


offered me, to come over here and make a few remarks to this organization. 
am, naturally, very much interested in it. 


ynen [ became President -~ if vou don't mind me reminiscing a little 
bit -- there was no concentration of inforination for the benefit of the President. 
nach department and cach organization had its own information service, and that 
information service was walled off from every other service in such a manner that 
wnenever it was necessary for the President to have information, he had to send 
to two or three departments to get it, and then he would have to have somebody 
do a Jittle digging to get it. 


he affairs of the Presidential Ofiice, so far as information was 
concerned, were in such shape that it was necessary for me, waen I took over the 
Office, to read a stack of documents that high, and it took me three months to 
set caught up. 


Only two people around the White House really knew what was going on 
in the military affairs department, and they were Admial Leahy and Admiral Brown, 
Lt would talk to them every morning and try to get all the information [I could. 
And finally one isorning I had a conversatien with Admiral Leahy, and suggested to 
nim that there should de a Central Intelli:ence Agency, for the benefit of the 
whole government as well as for the benefit of the President, so he could be informed, 


And the Admiral and IT proceeded to try to work out a program, It has 
sorked very successfully, “We have an intelligence information service now that IT 
think is not inferior to any in the world. 


we have the Gentral Intellivence Ageney, an? all the intellicvence 
information asencies in all the rest of the departments of the sovernment, re 
coordinated by that Central Intellicence Avency. This aveney puts the information 
of vital importance to the President in his hands. He has to know what is soing on 
everywhere at home and abroad, so that he can intelligenctly ‘make the decisions 
unat are necessary to kecp the government running. 


i don't think anyone realizes the imuensity of the problems that face 
a President of the United States. 


it was my privilege a few days ago to brief the General who is going 
to take over the Office on the 20th day of January, and he was rather ao alled at 
all that the President necds to know in order to reach decisions -- even domestic 
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He must imow exactly what is implied bv what he does, The President 
mikes a decision every day that can affect anywhere from 190 million to a billion 


and a nalf poople. It is a tremendous resvonsioility. 

aod Lf don't think many of vou rcalize the position in which this great 
country is, in this day and age, 

“e are at the top, and the leader of the free world -- something that 


we did not anticipate, something that we did not want, but something that has been 
forced on us. Ti. is a resnonsibility which we sAouid have assumed in 1920, We did 
not assume it tven. We have to assume it now, because it has avain been thrust on 
use It is out duty, under Heaven, to continue that L.adershin in the manner that 
will prevent a third world war -- which would mean the end of civilization. ‘The 
weapons of destruction have sccone so nowerful and s0 terrible that we can't even 
weak of another all-out war, Is vrould then bri tnhe os only 
sy cople oho are tra ned as fivhters cout 4 
every’ country dnmvolved would ~e crore thorourt Ly « 
than would the men at the front. 
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hat is what we have to think about carefully, 
are the intellirence arm that kaeps the 
decisions that always will be in the public intcrest for his own country, honing 
J that it wil save the free world from involvement with the totalitarian 


countries in an all-out war «= a terrible thine to contemlate. 


You are the orsanization, 


yOu. Executive informed so he can make 


uv 


nose of vou who are deco in the Central intcllivence 1seney mow he 
what foes on around the world -~- know what is necessary for the President to know | 
‘very morning. JI an briefed every day on all the world, on everything that takes A 
place from one end of the world to the other, all the way around.-+ by both the 
voles and the other way. It is necessary that you make that contribution for the 
welfare and benefit of your government. 

Io came over here to tell you now aporeciative I am of the service 
which I received as the Chief Iixecutive of the greatest Nation in the wistory of 
the world. You may not know it, but the Presidential Office is the most powerful 
Office that has ever existed in the history of this sreat world of ours. Cengrhis Khan, 
\usustus Caesar, great Napoleon Bonaparte, or Louis Fourteenth - 
or any other of the great leaders and executives of the world ~~ “ eanit even 


compare with what the President of the United States himself is responsible for, 
wien he makes a decision, It is an Office that is without parallel in the history 
of the world. 

hat is the orineinal reason why I am so anxious that it be a contimuing 


oroposition, and thet 


the successor to me, and the 


successor to 


me 
nim, 


can carry on 


as if no election had ever taken nlace, 

That is the 
President.-— this new 
had when he went into 


prosvect that we 


office. 


are faced with now. 
esident -- wore information than any other President ever 


I am gzivine this 
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You gentlemen -- and ladies -- .re contributing to that ability of intne 
to be able to do that. Tf am extremely thankful Lo yous I think it is good that 
some of you have found out just exactly what a tremendous organization Intelligence 
has to be in this day and age, You can't run the government without it. 


Keep up the good work, And wnen my successor takes over, I want you to 
sive him just the same loyal service that you have given me, and then the country 


will so forward as it should, 


Vsank you very much. 
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